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46 PROCEZEUDTINGS

= . . my name is -

477
48 I'm with the 305th Military History
49 detachment. Today we're here to interview people that

50 saw the plane hit the Pentagon on September 11, 2001.

51 Let me start oft. My name, the spelling, -

What 1s your 7job

52

I'm interviewling
53

54 here at the National Cemetery?

55 I'm a wage grade mechanic 10.

56 : A (1naudible) mechanic 1072

57 Mechanic.

58 : All right. Where do you live, .
59

60 I live in Mitchellville, Marvyvland.

61 ¢+ That's basically north of here?

62 It's close to Bowie, Bowle, Maryvland.
63 : And are you married?

64 Yes.

65 ¢ And you have a family?

66 Yes.

67 ¢ Give us an overview of the time vyou
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spent 1n the military and your career here at the

cemetctery.

: Well, I have no time 1n the military but
I have going on 35 years of government service.

¢ At the National Cemetery?

Well, I would say out of the 35 vyears,

26 years of i1t has been here.

: Twenty-six yvears. On the day before

September 1llth, do you remember anything of what vyou

did as a routine day on your job on September 10th, the
day before?

You know, the regular routine. You
know, we come in the morning, we go in the office. We

find out what we have to do, starting pulling
maintenance on the vehicles that need to be worked on

that day.

¢ Now, on the day of the plane crash

can you recount that, please?

s Well, we was all gathered around over 1in

the shop and they was talking about what had happened
1n New York City.

SO were watching i1t on the tube, the television.
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And we just, we was all in shock. We

you know,

couldn't really believe what we was looking at.

attacks on the World Trade Center?

Basically you were aware of the

: Right.

: And you had no i1dea that the

Pentagon was scheduled for one of those attacks?

NO.

¢ What happened next?

Well, as we was watching the television

my supervisor said that if we had any dirty uniforms we

could take them up to the warehouse. So I took my

dirty uniform down to the warehouse.
During the time that I was in there, me and some

other employees, we just felt a volume of vibration,

you know noise. The building started shaking and

SO we ran out.

things started falling,

When we ran out,

I mean, 1t was just something

li1ke a missile. You know, it just went into the

Pentagon. And we was on the side where we could see
where the plane had went 1n.

But I was thinking i1t was a missile. It just
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happened so guick, and the heat and the smoke, i1t was

terrible.

SO you were actually at the

warehouse, which --

It's right down at the bottom of the

hill.

—= You were turning 1n your dirty

clothes?

¢ Right.

SO the plane, after i1t hit you left

the warehouse, walked out of the warehouse?

: Well, when we came out of the warehouse

we heard this boom, you know, this big explosion. And
we, all we could see was the smoke and the heat. We
could feel the heat. And it was so intense that after

that happened, we looked up in the sky and there was
another plane.

SO, you know, so we panicked. So we started
running, you know. So I just dropped on the ground.

The plane was so low we were thinking it was goling to
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do the same thing, but the plane made a turn and went

in the opposite direction.

: How high was the plane,

approximately?

¢ It was low enough that i1t could touch

the building, the warehouse. It was close.

¢ Telephone pole height, maybe?

Y

eah, I’'d probably say about telephone
pole height. Because I was really thinking it was a
separate plane coming in. To this day I don't know,
because nobody never said anything about that plane.

: Can you describe the plane?

All I know 1s 1t was a big plane. It

was a big plane and I could see the pilot. It was just

so quick. So I'm assuming that it was one of our

planes because it didn't go into the building. It Jjust

o

made a turn, you know.

¢ Was 1t a fighter plane or a

passenger plane?

¢ To tell yvou the truth, I don't know,
because I don't know that much about planes. All T

know 1s that the plane was close behind the other plane
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and 1t was flving low.

And I was thinking that the plane was going to do

the same thing because,

what was goling on.

-.
&

Could you tell 1f the landing gear were down,

yvou know,

didn't nobody know

This is — (phonetic) .

notice that at all?

See,

really,

when 1it,

SO gquick.

explosion and the smoke and heat from that.

NO,

On the last plane.

(A brief recess was taken.)

And the smoke and the heat.

of the plane after,

I heard this boom,

did vyou

the landing gear wasn't down.

On both planes?

you know, went into the building.

Because all I could

of the last plane was like the tail end

It happened

After that all you could see was the

I'm going to stop this for a second.

vou know, 1t had fell.

this big explosion.

You could see little parts

Because

right after that there was a second plane that was

flving low.

4
_.-

And where did i1t go?
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¢ It just went back thataway. You know,

1t was like on the left side of the building and the

plane just, 1t was just like coming like coming toward

the Pentagon but 1t made a turn.

: Okay, so let's say we're standing,

we're going to go over to that next building. So vyou

were standing facing the Pentagon when yvou saw the

first plane hit?

Yeah.

to the left side of the Pentagon,

1tself would be your left side?

‘T

hit or you just saw the aftermath?

The aftermath.

turned-?

R

1ght.

you saw another plane in relation,

: We was, veah, facing the Pentagon.

s+ Okay, so the left would be towards,

or the Pentagon

he left side of the Pentagon.

: Okay, so you did see the first plane

: You heard a noise and gquickly

: Okay, you saw the explosion and then

if vou're facing the



200 Pentagon where was that plane? Was it coming from the

201 right to the left?

202 Tt was on the left.

203 ¢ It was already on the left?

204 On the left.

205 : And you said 1t circled around. It

206 circled around which way, continuing to the left or

207 circled around --

208 : It was coming like 1t was coming towards

209 the Pentagon.

210 From the left?

211 : Yes, from the left. But it just, 1t was

212 low. And we thought that the plane was going to, vyou
213 know.

214

¢ And 1t wasn't heading towards Reagan
215 National?

216 s No. No, 1t was headed toward the

217 Pentagon and for some reason it just made a turn.

218 ¢ And 1t veered off away from the

219 Pentagon back towards D.C.?

220

It jJust went to the left. Tt just went

221 to the left.
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: Was 1t low also?
: Like I said, it was the height of the

telephone poles. But I don't know why nobody never

salid anything about the second plane.

-= SO 1t looked like it was headed for

the Pentagon and veered away?

: It veered away.
¢ Now, let's go back.

flvovers all the time here at the Pentagon.

You see

Right.

I mean, at Arlington.

excuse e,

Right.

: And do you like to go out and watch

them fly over?

¢ Yeah, we watch them.
s Okay, so yvou're familiar with what,
usually a flyover 1s a fighter or a helicopter. Do
they have cargo planes fly over sometimes or is it
usually just fighters and helicopters?

-= Well, 1t's, I guess you would say they

the fighter

were fighter planes. You know, they are,

plane that fly over, they are higher than this plane
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plane looks like? Usually thev're smaller.

than an airplane, in my oplinion.

11

s+ Okay, so you know what a fighter

Usually —-

¢ Well, I would say 1t would be smaller

e Than a commercial ailrcraft?

¢t Yeah, than a commercial aircraft.

s SO when you saw the second plane,

based on what vyou've seen fly over Arlington what do

you think 1t was? Do you think it was a commercial

ailrcraft or do you think it was a military fighter

based on what you've seen fly over?

plane.

¢ Well, I was hoping that i1t was a miliary

¢ But what do you think you saw?

Well, 1f that plane was intending to go

1nto the Pentagon, it had the opportunity to do it.

But for some reason it didn't,

¢ Veered off?

It veered off.

1t Jjust
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¢ Did it look like a commercial

alrcraft or did it look like --

I would say a commercial aircraft.
¢ Now, was 1t further away than, I
mean, how far away was it when it veered off? Was it

like between us and the Pentagon or was it back behind

the Pentagon like over the Potomac type of thing?

¢ It was like this area here. Say we're

right on the outside. It was like on the opposite side

of this building, but you could see the plane. The

plane was flving low.

It was flyving low. So 1t wasn't

that far away?

: No, i1t wasn't that far away.

¢ Why don't we stop this and go over
and you show us, okay. And then we can give a frame of
reference.

(A brief recess was taken.)

¢ The people that work there, where 1s

their office at?

(Inaudible) 123.

: So maybe vou can point out the
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288 building.

289 ¢ You need to talk to (inaudible) the

290 plane (1naudible) that's one person right there. He

291 seen the plane.

292 : Right there?

293 Yes, (phonetic). Did you

294 hear that??

295

296 See, those guys (i1naudible) over there.
297 : (Inaudible) the plane?

298 : (Inaudible) right now probably somewhere

299 this way (inaudible).

300 ¢ SO yvou hit the ground here, right?
301 : Yes. So I was on this side when I seen
302 the second plane. I was on this side. I had a friend

303 that was over there.
304 The plane come in on this side right here. So we
305 was really, I ran up immediately over there and I ran

306 back here and that's where I hit the ground.

307 ¢ Right up about here you hit the

308 ground?

309

: Right up here (inaudible) running out to
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(inaudible) .

Right here. O0Okay, now, where did

okay, so you hit the ground after the

first plane hit or when yvou saw the second one?

that wavy?

did you just
got up.

planes,

NO,

ItC

ItC

1t

L
&

1ignore him and go back to the

Well,

yvou know.

about the plane,

over

when I seen the second plane.
And where was the second plane at?
was like 1n between those trees.

And 1t was low?

was low.
And where did i1t veer off, toward
veered over there.
Which way again?
(lnaudible) but it was (inaudible).

Now, did you watch where he went or
(lnaudible) ?

we Just, once it went away we just

And one guy said i1t was probably one of our

But there wasn't never nothing said

sO I don't know.

But he was close enough i1f he wanted to go into

that building,

he

could have went into it.
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¢ And who said that he thought i1t was

another one of airplanes, or --

: Well, one of the guvys. I don't know. T

can't say, but one guy said it was probably one of our
planes.

¢ How many people were with vyou?

‘T

here was about, I think three guyvys.

Three guys.

: So they both hit, all three of them

1t the ground, too?

¢ One ot them was holding onto the pole
and one was, you know, he was laying down right here

and I was right there.

: So the three of them basically 1in
this loading dock area. Do yvou recall seeing anvbody

up here?

¢ Oh, there was guys all out here, vyou
know. You know, the explosion had happened. But we
were talking about the second plane.
I know this other guy right here seen i1t, but vou

need to talk to some of the guys 1n the interment

(1naudible) .
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We need to do that very thing.

Maybe you can give us a name of somebody that we can

talk to.

Stepiron.

H

: Like I said, this one guy's name is

All right.

e said he seen the plane when it went

into the building out here, one of these sections.

This 1s called the (inaudible) but it's a whole lot of

people out here seen what I seen, but you all just

haven't talked about it.

people.

Well, veah, we're going to talk to

: Try to talk with the people that's in

the i1nterment section. They be the ones that will tell

yvou. Right there,

you know, 1n the explosion, vyou

know, i1t's just so close.

If the plane had just went off course, vou know,

he could come right here and (inaudible) this. l

(phonetic) .

_?
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¢ Yeah.
: You were standing right here
watching 1t?

[Tape stops briefly.]

Right here.

¢+ Landscape shop?
(Inaudible.)

s+ Operations general --
Right here.

s+ Okay, field operations.
Field operations, okay.

¢ Could I get your picture?
got your pilcture. I got tons of vour picture.
going to get one a little closer,

okavy.

(The 1nterview was concluded.)

* Kk Xk Xk %

s Is that their office over there?

Okav,

I'm

I
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